
her words were only 

found to be interesting, 

then time had been 

wasted by both her and 

the audience.  Terry 

stated, “I’m here to en-

courage you to step-up.  
Women do not gravitate 

toward power. . .and will 

often say ‘I just don’t 

feel qualified.’  Women 

are instinctively inse-

cure, but that does not 

mean they are unquali-

fied.” 

 Terry currently lives 

on her family farm in 

Patrick County. 

The Martinsville Henry 

County Historical Socie-

ty welcomed Mary Sue 

Terry as speaker for its 

Annual Meeting on Sun-

day, May 23, 2021.  Ter-

ry, a two-term Attorney 
General, was the first 

woman elected to 

statewide office and the 

first woman to run for 

governor in Virginia.  

She spoke on the role of 

women in today’s poli-

tics. 

 The presentation 

was to highlight the trav-

eling exhibit, “Agents of 

Change:  Female Activ-

ism in Virginia,” from the 

Virginia Museum of His-

tory & Culture. 

 Terry spoke for al-

most an hour to over 30 

attendees.  When she 

had finished, she said if 

Coordinated by Past 

President Joe Keiper and 

Callie Hietala, Director 

of Program Develop-

ment & Administration, 

Uptown Open Mic & 

Wine Tasting was held 
on Friday, June 5, 2021, 

with approximately 100 

in attendance.  Hietala 

stated, “Historically, 

courthouses have always 

been community gather-

ing places, and we were 

absolutely delighted to 

see so many gathered 

together, enjoying an 

evening of music, drink, 

and community in the 

historic heart of Uptown 
Martinsville.”  The free 

event was emceed by 

Dennis and Kat Calfee.  

 The event will con-

tinue as “Uptown First 

Friday” on the following 

Mary Sue Terry spoke at the 

Annual Meeting.  Photo by 

Bill Wyatt, Martinsville Bulle-

tin. 

Terry Speaks at Annual Meeting 

Society Initiates Open Mic Event 

The Chronicle 
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Approximately 100 people 

attended the first Uptown 

Open Mic in June. 

Fridays:  July 2, August 6, 

September 3, and Octo-

ber 1, 2021, 6:00-9:00 

P.M. 
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“We must find time 

to stop and thank 

the people who 

make a difference in 

our lives.” 

John F. Kennedy 

John Phillips met 

Doris Kearns 

Goodwin. 

Annual Corporate Sponsors 

Be Part of the Continuum. . . 
As a native and lifelong 

resident of Martins-

ville, I am humbled to 

serve as President of 

the Martinsville-Henry 

County Historical So-

ciety.  Our community 
enjoys a long, rich his-

tory and continues to 

endure its ups and 

downs.  The Historical 

Society serves as an 

admirable opportunity 

for our citizens from 

near and far to cele-

brate our continuum – 

our continuum of vic-

tories and defeats, 

gains and losses, and 

growth and reduction.  

I agree with Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, Pu-

litzer Prize-winning 

presidential historian, 

“That’s what I love 

about history – it can 

really give you per-

spective.  It makes you 

feel you’re part of a 

continuum.” 

 Be part of the con-

tinuum.  It is never too 

late to be part of his-

tory, whether you are 

making it firsthand or 
reliving it through the 

many opportunities 

offered by your His-

torical Society. 

 

John Phillips 

President 

ship of an antique por-

trait of Patrick Henry 

to the Colonel George 

Waller Chapter, Sons 

of the American Revo-

lution.  The portrait 

was initially presented 
by the Patrick Henry 

Chapter, Daughters of 

the American Revolu-

tion, to an unknown 

location on April 17, 

1924, but will now 

hang in the Martinsville

-Henry County Herit-

age Center & Museum.  

The Society is consid-
ering restoration due 

to age and other dam-

ages. 

The Historical Society 

proudly acknowledges our 

corporate sponsors for 

2021:  Carter Bank & 

Trust and The Lester 

Group.  Visit them at: 

www.cbtcares.com and 
www.lestergroup.com.  

 Contact us for more 

information on sponsor-

ships. 

College Donates Portrait 

T H E  C H R O N I C L E  

In preparation 

for the expected 

name change of 

Patrick Henry 

Community 

College, retiring 

PHCC President 
Dr. Angeline 

Godwin trans-

ferred owner-

The por-

trait is dat-

ed for an 

April 17, 

1924, 

presenta-
tion. 
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Yogis Enjoy Sunrise Yoga on the Plaza 
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Led by Sheila Hubbard, of 

Just Breathe Yoga & Body-

works, and Christian Hull, 

of the Martinsville YMCA, 

10 yogis participated in 

“Sunrise Yoga 

on the Plaza” 

on Monday, 

June 21, 2021.  

The event was 

to celebrate 

International 
Yoga Day and the Summer 

Solstice, using the brick 

plaza of the Historic Hen-

ry County Courthouse.  

Hubbard stated, “I believe 

there is a yoga class for 

everyone and am devoted 

to serving the community 

through healing.”  Partici-

pant Theresa Bechtel add-

ed, “The cooler morning 

air and chirping morning 

birds provided the perfect 
setting for yoga on the old 

courthouse plaza.  Just the 

right mixture of breathing, 

stretching and challenging 

poses were the perfect 

way to start the day.” 

World War II period.  

The 45-acre downtown 

historic district features 

the Historic Henry Coun-

ty Courthouse, historic 

retail establishments, pro-

fessional businesses, 
banks, hotels, theatres, 

social lodges, factories, 

and warehouses.  Reflect-

Added to the Virginia 

Landmarks Register and 

National Register of His-

toric Places in 1998, the 

Martinsville Historic Dis-

trict encompasses the his-

toric core of the city.  
Martinsville’s historic 

buildings date from the 

1820s through the post-

ing the city’s position and 

prosperity as the center of 

regional government, 

commerce, industry, and 

transportation, the build-

ings were designed in a 

range of popular late-19th- 
and 20th-century architec-

tural styles and building 

materials. 

to help them advance 

their missions and give 

their staff, board mem-

bers, and volunteers the 

tools necessary to reach 

their full potentials.  Goals 

include to raise grant 
funds, build individual and 

business support, and 

drive performance, board 

The Historical Society 

joined the Nonprofit 

Leader Network of the 

United Way of Henry 

County & Martinsville.  

Formed in 2004, the Net-

work is a member-driven 
resource exclusive to non-

profits and strives to 

strengthen area nonprofits 

Sheila 

Hubbard 

guides 

yogis 

through 

breathing. 

Society Joins Nonprofit Network 

Read more at https://

www.dhr.virginia.gov/

historic-registers/120-

5001/. 

Registers Include Historic District 

“A strong 

nonprofit 

network is key 

to a resilient, 

growing 

community.” 

engagement, and commu-

nity trust.  A strong non-

profit network is key to a 

resilient, growing commu-

nity. 

The event was hosted 

by John Phillips and led 

by Sheila Hubbard and 

Christian Hull. 

https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/120-5001/
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/120-5001/
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/120-5001/
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/historic-registers/120-5001/
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Monthly Lecture Series Set 

Society to Host Chamber 

The Society will proudly host the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of 

Commerce for its first post-COVID Business After Hours on Thursday, 

July 22, 2021, 5:30-7:00 P.M., on the Historic Courthouse Plaza.  The event 

serves two purposes.  First, the event allows us to showcase our awesome 

organization and beautiful museum to the business community.  Second, it 

offers chamber members the chance to meet and network in a casual and 

relaxed atmosphere.  Please RSVP to Sharon Shepherd, the Chamber’s 
Deputy Director, at 276-632-6401 or sharon@mhcchamber.com. 

 

ment of this country. 

• “A Hodgepodge 

of Local History” 

with Doug Stegall, 

Sunday, August 15, 

2021, 3:00 P.M.:  Ste-

gall, local historian, 
will be sharing tales 

of the history of 

Martinsville and Hen-

ry County.  He is 

bringing parts of his 

collection to illus-

trate the stories.  He 

is a great repository 

of our history.  You 

don’t want to miss 

this chance to hear 

stories that you may 

not have heard be-

fore. 

• “The Hairston 

Family Homes:  

Exploring 18th 

and 19th Century 

Architecture in 

Southern Virgin-

ia” with Jarred Mar-

lowe, Sunday, Sep-

tember 19, 2021, 

3:00 P.M. 
• “Treasures from 

the Vault” with Dr. 

Mervyn King, Sunday, 

October 17, 2021, 

3:00 P.M. 

• “Christmas Mu-

sic,” Sunday, De-

cember 12, 2021, 

3:00 P.M. 

 

All lectures are open 

to the public and held 

in the Courtroom on 

the second floor of the 

Historic Courthouse.  

All areas are handicap-

accessible. 

T H E  C H R O N I C L E  

Join us for our FREE 

monthly lecture series: 

• “Maps that 

Shaped U. S. His-

tory” with Zack 

Fleming, Sunday, July 

25, 2021, 3:00 P.M.:  
Fleming, local 

mapmaker, will 

share around 8-

10 historical 

maps such as 

John Smith’s 

Jamestown 

Map, Lewis & 

Clark’s Maps, 

John Mitchell’s 

British and 

French Domin-

ions Map to include 

unique features of 

the maps, and how 

they influenced colo-

nization and develop-

Dr. Mervyn 

King is a 

regular pre-

senter for 

the Monthly 

Lecture 

Series. 
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The Society is excited to 

announce that “RagTop” 

will headline our annual 

fundraiser, Blue Jeans & 

Bling, on Saturday, Octo-

ber 16, 2021.  

Based in Roa-

noke, Virginia, 

RagTop is the 

signature cover 

duo of Jim and 

Renee Oli-
phant.  RagTop performs 

adult contemporary, soft 

rock, folk, blues, R&B, and 

classic American standards 

with earthy, acoustic styl-

ing focusing on the signa-

ture riffs and melodies 

that make your favorite 

songs memorable while 

keeping the arrangements 

organic, smooth, and rich-

ly expressive.  Visit them 

on Facebook or at 
www.myragtop.com. 

 It is also available to 

rent with the following 

maximum capacities: 

Conference Room:  20 

people 

First Floor and Plaza:  140 

people, 100 people if beer 
or wine is served 

Courtroom:  140 people 

bench seating, food and 

beverages not allowed 

 The following items 

are available with rentals:  

Tables, chairs, refrigerator 

and microwave in prepara-

tion area, podium, screen, 

projector, PA system, and 
elevator.  Call or email us 

for rental fees and full 

guidelines. 

The Martinsville-Henry 

County Heritage Center & 

Museum, located at 1 East 

Main Street, Martinsville, 

Virginia, is open Tuesday-

Friday, 1:00-4:00 P. M., 

and at other times by ap-
pointment.  Admission is 

free.  All areas are handi-

cap-accessible. 

RagTop 

performs 

around 200 

shows per 

year. 

Heritage Center & Museum is Open 

Kudos. . . 
• Martinsville City 

Council appointed 

Board Member Jay 

Dickens to the Mar-

tinsville School Board 

• Board Secretary 

Joyce Staples re-
ceived the Clyde 

Hooker Award from 

Piedmont Arts Associ-

ation 

• Board President John 

Phillips judged the 

Virginia History Day 

State Competition 

• The Virginia Associa-

tion of Museums rec-

ognized Past President 
Joe Keiper for his 

service on its Govern-

ing Council from 2014

-2020 

Blue Jeans & Bling 

Saturday, October 16, 2021 

6:00 P. M. 

Historic Courthouse Plaza 

On Sunday, July 4, 2021, at 3:00 P.M., enjoy a free 

ice cream sandwich at the Historic Henry County 

Courthouse.  At 3:15 P.M., excerpts of the Decla-

ration of Independence will be read from the bal-

cony by Jim Woods, local thespian and former City 

Council Member, wearing peri-

od clothing.  Admission to the 

Martinsville Heritage Center & 

Museum (2:00-5:00 P.M.) and 

the Virginia Museum of Natural 

History (12:00-4:00 P.M.) is 

FREE on Independence Day. 



STUDENT 

$5.00 (Under age 18, 

non-voting) 

INDIVIDUAL 

$25.00 

FAMILY 

$40.00 
(Covers anyone living within 

the household) 

BUSINESS 

$200.00 

The Martinsville-Henry Coun-

ty Historical Society offers 

various levels of membership.  

All levels of membership 

receive the newsletter, 

invitations to exhibit openings 

and members-only events, and 
advance notice of special 

events and public programs. 

To become a member, visit 

www.mhchistoricalsociety.org. 

 

 

1 East Main Street 

Martinsville, VA  24112 

276-403-5361 

mhchistoricalsociety@gmail.com 
 

Our mission is to promote an interest in the broad 

spectrum of history with emphasis on that of 

Martinsville and Henry County; to collect, 

preserve, interpret, and make available material 

relating to that history; to sponsor research and 

publications in the field of regional history; and to 

provide educational services to people and 

institutions through-out the area.  We are fulfilling 

this mission by presenting to others the rich 

history of the area; collecting and transcribing oral 

histories; collecting and publishing stories about 

our past; managing a collection of artifacts; 

promoting local heritage tourism; and being the 

caretaker of and repurposing the restored 

Historic Henry County Courthouse. 

Martinsville-Henry County 

Historical Society 

New Members Are Always Welcome 

Martinsville-Henry County 

Heritage Center & Museum 
Martinsville Henry County 

Historical Society 

"The more you know about the past, the better prepared 

you are for the future."  ~Theodore Roosevelt 

http://www.mhchistoricalsociety.org

